
  

Our Vision: Our Lady of the Presentation is a vibrant, Eucharist-centered community offering all Catholics participation in sacraments, social action and 
Christian education. Our Mission: To share our gifts by providing opportunities for spiritual growth in worship, service, education and community activities. 
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       The past 6 months have certainly been like no other I have  
experienced in my lifetime! I have heard many people, including 
myself, say this or something similar as we have dealt with life  
during the coronavirus pandemic. All of us have had to adjust, adapt, 
and deal with disruptions to our routines and activities. Many things 
that we took for granted, like gathering for social activities, going to 
sporting events and restaurants, and attending church and school, 
have not been so commonplace. Our lives have definitely changed 
and our way of being a faith community has certainly changed.    
      And amidst all the change brought on by the pandemic, our                  
nation has also had to confront the evils of racial injustice. We have 
been reminded that healing needs to happen and that too many people 
are still treated unjustly because of their race. As people of faith, we 
are challenged to do our part to bring about good change so that all 
are treated with dignity.  
      So what are we called to focus on as we deal with the challenges 
of these times? I think Jesus would encourage us to keep it simple. 
To focus on ways we can trust in God’s presence more fully, 
strengthen our belief that God is with us no matter what, take care of 
each other, build bridges, and heal divisions. This kind of focus will 
help us deal with change, even when it is out of our control, by being 
better and stronger together. 
      As the faith community of Our Lady of the Presentation, we also 
want to recognize our blessings. We have returned to celebrating five 
in-person Masses on the weekend. While we have to limit each Mass 
to about 170 people for social distancing and wear masks to protect 
each other, our weekend attendance is between 700-800 people. 
These numbers are still far from our attendance before the pandemic, 
but are a step in the right direction. Many people are not ready to  
return to in-person Masses yet, so we continue to offer a livestream 
virtual Mass on the weekend for those viewing from home. Our                  
sacramental life is strong, as we have celebrated many baptisms, First 
Communions, Confirmations and weddings the last few months. We 
have been able to maintain strong support for our outreach ministries 
by holding several collection drives for food, personal care items, and 
other essentials that have benefited our service partners. Your                     
generosity has been inspiring. We have offered a variety of virtual 
faith formation opportunities for children, youth, and adults and we 
have started in-person offerings again in many of these ministry                   
areas. Our parish grade school and Early Childhood Center are fully 
open and filled with activity. 
      We continue work on our parish projects which will result in a 
full church gathering space and new meeting spaces. While life in 
these times may be a little different, we are grateful for the blessings. 
Thank you for your ongoing support and for staying connected to the 
parish in these uncertain times. My prayer is that every day we find 
opportunities to be better and stronger  
together! Many Blessings!  - Father Tom 
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     OLP School is proud to be a ministry of 
Presentation Parish! Our school opened for               
in-person classes on August 26 with much 
excitement. This year’s enrollment of 480 
students includes 55 kindergartners and 43 
new students in 1st –8th grades. We are 
blessed to partner with so many families who 
choose Catholic education for their children 
and are grateful for the parish’s continued 
support of our school ministry. Our school 
theme this year is Returning God’s Gifts.               
The focus of students and staff this school 
year will be centered around this theme, 
strengthening our faith journeys as we share 
God’s gifts with others. 
     OLP School is accredited by both the            
National Federation of Nonpublic School 
State Accrediting Association and the                   
Missouri Nonpublic School Accrediting                
Association. In addition, OLP was recognized, 
for the fifth year in a row, as one of the               
Kansas City area’s top private schools by the 
Kansas City Business Journal. OLP is proud 
of its history and excited about the future of 
Catholic education as we continue to inspire 
students’ spiritual and academic growth. 
     OLP School updates are published weekly 
in the parish bulletin and we invite you to  
follow OLP School on social media to see all 
of the adventures of our students this year.                   
facebook.com/OurLadyOfPresentation/  

Youth & Young Adult Ministries  
 

We offer a wide variety of experiences to help youth and young adults grow in faith. All of these events, experiences and worship              
opportunities are in response to needs of our young Church, a way to build lasting relationships with one another and ultimately, a deep  

connection with Jesus Christ. Please consider sharing your gifts in these ministries so we may support the hundreds of young men and women 
in our parish. Contact Christy Gruenbaum, cgruenbaum@olpls.org 

Children’s Faith Formation  
 

Looking for Distance Learning options? 
 

Has life been just too busy? Are you looking for ways to put God first in 
your family’s life? Have you been looking for ways to share our faith 

with your children that fit into your schedule? Do you want to do it from 
the comfort of your home? Then try Distance Learning. This is a new option available this 
year for Pre-PreK through 8th grade. When you enroll in our  At Home program, you 
will receive materials and access to online, interactive eLearning lessons for your child to 

use at home. Each lesson is just 20 minutes in length! Parents love this self-directed                        
experience for their kids or the opportunity to work together as a family. Children dive 
into Scripture in each lesson and are encouraged to consider how they might put their  
faith into action. We also have programs that are meeting face-to-face for Pre-PreK 

through 8th grade. Sign up now on our  par ish website, click on the Children ’s Faith 
Formation page for At Home or in-person. Classes start the first week of October.  

For more information contact Jo Engert, jengert@olpls.org. 

Presentation ECC  
 

     Presentation ECC is proud to be a ministry of Our Lady of 
the  Presentation Parish. Our program continues to grow and 
improve every year. We continue to maintain our NAEYC  
Accreditation, which is reapplied for every five years. We have 
earned this gold standard accreditation four times. 
     What does it mean to be a NAEYC (National Association 
for the Education of Young Children) Accredited center?  This 
accreditation represents the mark of  quality in early childhood education and in order to 
receive accreditation, Presentation ECC has to perform and maintain in-depth self-study 
and quality standards. One of the ways we are able to achieve and maintain such high 
standards is by making sure we hire the best teachers and staff. Our teaching staff are  
degreed professionals who are passionate about the quality care and education we  
provide. Not only do we want to provide a high level of early childhood education we also 
want to make sure we are models of our Catholic Christian faith to everyone we meet either 
here at Presentation or out in our community.    
     Our Diocesan theme this year is “Returning God’s Gifts” and we look forward to                    
sharing another year full of learning and fun with our parish family!  Make sure to check 
out our updates in the weekly bulletin or for more information visit our website, 
www.olplsecc.org and our  Facebook page: facebook.com/OLPECC/. We also invite all 
parishioners to visit us.   

Middle School Youth Grades 6-8 
Middle School meets on Wednesdays in collaboration with  
Children’s Faith Formation. This year, we will meet every other 
week to share and discuss the upcoming Sunday Gospel. Middle 
School youth are also encouraged to participate in Service Saints 
opportunities.  Other fun community building activities may be  
included such as a Lock-In, Bowling, Hayride and Zoom meetings 
with games. 
 

High School Youth Grades 9-12 
High School teens are encouraged to participate in youth group  
gatherings (virtual and/or in person). We encourage active participa-
tion in our Third Sunday@12Noon Mass for all ages, but especially 
youth and young adults. Teens can share their gifts as leaders in peer 
ministry in our Confirmation and Youth Ministry programs. The 
Leadership Team meets on second Sundays. Adult leaders who are 

parents are welcome too. Many conferences such as the National 
Catholic Youth Conference and KCYC are available in person or 
online. We have year-round opportunities for service through our 
Service Saints Ministry, events and faith building experiences: annu-
al service mission trip with Catholic Heart Workcamp, Camp Savio 
or Camp Bosco offered by our diocese; weekend at the Steubenville 
Conference. We will also be featuring the series, The Search, by 
Chris Stefanick, both in person and virtually this year for youth 
group. 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
We have an active Young Adult Ministry, Y oung Adults on the 
Summit, for those in their 20’s and 30’s that hosts a Speaker Series 
several times a year, monthly social gatherings with faith topics 
“Last Call for the Gospel,” service opportunities, evenings with Holy 
Hour and Confession, and Praise and Worship Nights. 

 

http://www.olplsecc.org


 
     Friends, I am father Emmanuel G. Lopez. I was born in 
Mexico City within a faithful, Catholic family. My parents 
are José and Rosalinda López. My father is a retired organist 
and music director within the Archdiocese of Mexico City 
and my mother is a retired kindergarten principal. I have 
three brothers, Edgar, Ludwing and Alfredo who are all 
married, so I have lots of nieces and nephews! My oldest 
nephew, Brandon Garduño, is a seminarian for our diocese. 
     When I was 15 years-old, I met some young                
missionaries who were working at my home parish and they 
invited me to participate in the youth group. I joined the 
group and we did a lot of activities such as visiting the sick, 
helping families in need and taking care of the poor and  
elderly. The most beautiful activity we had was a visit to a 
hospital of “lepers” and this was the highest point in my life 
when I decided to follow the Lord! This is what happened: 
Christmas Day was coming and the missionaries wanted us 
to serve these particular people in their hospital-village. At 
the time, I totally refused to go and was honestly afraid to 
have contact with them probably because I had little or no 
knowledge about leprosy. I thought it existed only in the 
past. My decision was NO, until I talked with my pastor 
who was my spiritual director and my parents who told me 
that this would be a great  opportunity to grow in my spirit 
and as a person.   
     We prepared food, Christmas carols, the nativity play and 
much more. When we arrived, the woman in charge gave us 
two or three families per each team of three of us to take 
care of. We brought them to the chapel to have Mass and 
pray the rosary. Afterward, we had dinner and the nativity 
play. It was the most beautiful 
Christmas celebration I have had.            
I saw joy and peace in their faces  
in spite of their suffering and strug-
gle of life. They showed me Christ 
in the flesh. Some of them had no 
skin on parts of their faces and 
hands or had amputation of their 
extremities. They were smiling and 
giving thanks to God for our visit.  
I realized that even though I had  
everything I wanted in life and all I 
needed to succeed, I did not have 
complete joy…the leper was me.  
     This realization caused me to 
leave the hall and go into  the 
woods where I started crying.  
I felt the purifying fire of the Holy 
Spirit burning in my heart and the 
consolation of Jesus’ love calling 

me to follow him and telling me that He would make me 
clean. I gave him my consent and told him “I will follow you.” 
I went back to the hall to finish our activities and then we 
went home to prepare for Midnight Mass.  Before Mass,  I ran 
into the confessional and left my leprosy there. There is no joy 
nor peace in our hearts but only through the grace of the sacra-
ments of Christ!  
      It was time for me to answer God’s call and with the help 
of my pastor and my parents, I went to a vocational weekend 
with the Missionaries Servants of the Word. After a process of 
discernment, I was accepted to join this religious community 
and became a missionary. I have great stories and testimonies 
from my missions. After these experiences,  I  decided to               
continue answering the call as a priest. I studied one year of 
introductory formation, one year of  novitiate in Mexico City, 
three years of philosophy in Morelia, Michoacán and finally 
two years of theology in Mexico City. At that time, I had a 
severe accident and needed to leave the seminary to recover. 
The doctor told me I could not go back to the missionary life 
due to the hard work in the missions and the severe damage on 
my right foot.  
     After five years outside the seminary, I decided that it was 
time to return. My spiritual director recommended that I look 
at dioceses around the world so I could continue being on a 
“mission.” A priest posted on his social media asking if               
anyone wanted to join the diocese of Kansas City–St. Joseph.  
I sent my application and was accepted. I came to the U.S. in 
2014 and was sent to study English at Conception Seminary 
College in Conception, MO. Then, I went to Kenrick Glennon 
Seminary in St. Louis to finish my theology studies. Thanks to 

God, I was ordained to the priest-
hood of Christ on May 25, 2019. As 
a newly ordained priest, I served at 
St. Thomas More Parish.  
     This year, the Bishop sent me to 
serve this great community of Our 
Lady of the Presentation. I am very 
happy for this assignment and hope 
to meet every one of you! I have 
been praying for you all these years 
of formation and I am blessed to be 
with you now. Please pray for me. 
     Oh, by the way, as you have  
noticed English is not my first  
language so I pray to the Holy Spirit 
to come and complete the work of 
his grace in every one of you when I 
do not speak clearly and  distinctly 
in my homilies! In Christ and Mary, 
Fr. Emmanuel G. López.  

Introducing Father Emmanuel G. López 

Introducing Shelli Lange, Director of Pastoral Care 
 

Shelli Lange joined the staff as Director of Pastoral Care on June 1, 2020. She is so grateful to be part of the   
Presentation Parish community and is excited to get to know and serve with our parishioners. 

Before coming to Presentation, Shelli was the Director of Mission Integration at Seton Center for the past three years.  
In that role, she directed and nurtured the development of Seton Center’s Catholic identity and mission to love, help and serve 
their neighbors in need. She also coordinated the schedules and programs of over 300 volunteers in their calling to serve the 
inner city poor with food, clothing, and dental services. Shelli and her family have been parishioners at Holy Spirit, here in 

Lee’s Summit for 23 years. Her husband, Deacon Fred, has served in their parish since his ordination in 2018. When they aren’t 
serving their parish, Shelli and Fred enjoy spending time on Raintree Lake with their three sons, Ryan, Reed, and Rowan.  

Shelli & Father Emmanuel greeted parishioners after Masses  
at the August Celebrating Stewardship weekend. 
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